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· Halloween
· All Saint’s Day

· We’re writing

· New Editorial Staff

· Sandra Belunskaite
· Artur Drapeko
· Evgenij Glazachev
· Aleksandr Miskelovich
· Lida Voroncova
· Viktorija Zelenkova
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Halloween (or Hallowe’en) is a � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holiday" \o "Holiday" �holiday� celebrated on � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/October_31" \o "October 31" �October 31�. Halloween activities include � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trick-or-treating" \o "Trick-or-treating" �trick-or-treating�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_U.S._paranormal_guides" \o "List of U.S. paranormal guides" �ghost tours�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bonfire" \o "Bonfire" �bonfires�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Costume_party" \o "Costume party" �costume parties�, visiting � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haunted_attraction" \o "Haunted attraction" �haunted attractions�, carving � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jack-o%27-lantern" \o "Jack-o'-lantern" �jack-o'-lanterns�, reading scary stories, watching � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horror_movie" \o "Horror movie" �horror movies� and individual � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tradition" \o "Tradition" �traditions�. 


Halloween has origins in the ancient � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celts" \o "Celts" �Celtic� festival known as � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samhain" \o "Samhain" �Samhain�. The festival of Samhain is a celebration of the end of the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvest" \o "Harvest" �harvest� season in � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gael" \o "Gael" �Gaelic� culture, and is sometimes regarded as the "Celtic New Year". Traditionally, the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Festival" \o "Festival" �festival� was a time used by the ancient � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_polytheism" \o "Celtic polytheism" �Celtic pagans� to take stock of supplies and slaughter � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Livestock" \o "Livestock" �livestock� for winter stores. The ancient Gaels believed that on October 31, now known as Halloween, the boundary between the living and the deceased dissolved, and the dead become dangerous for the living by causing problems such as sickness or damaged � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crops" \o "Crops" �crops�. The festivals would frequently involve bonfires, into which the bones of slaughtered livestock were thrown. Costumes and � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mask" \o "Mask" �masks� were also worn at the festivals in an attempt to copy the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evil_spirits" \o "Evil spirits" �evil spirits� or placate them. 


Halloween costumes are traditionally those of monsters such as ghosts, skeletons, witches, and devils. Costumes are also based on themes other than traditional horror, such as those of characters from television shows, movies, and other pop culture icons.








All Saints' Day (also called All Hallows or Hallowmas), often shortened to All Saints, is a feast celebrated on November 1 in Western Christianity, and on the first Sunday after Pentecost in Eastern Christianity in honour of all the saints, known and unknown.


In terms of Western Christian theology, the feast commemorates all those who have attained the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beatific_vision" \o "Beatific vision" �beatific vision� in � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heaven" \o "Heaven" �heaven�. Specifically, in the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Church" \o "Roman Catholic Church" �Roman Catholic Church�, the next day, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Souls%27_Day" \o "All Souls' Day" �All Souls' Day�, commemorates the departed faithful who have not yet been � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purgatory" \o "Purgatory" �purified� and reached � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heaven" \l "In_Christianity" \o "Heaven" �heaven�.


The feast of All Saints achieved great prominence in the ninth century, in the reign of the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Emperor" \o "Byzantine Emperor" �Byzantine Emperor�, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leo_VI_the_Wise" \o "Leo VI the Wise" �Leo VI "the Wise"� (886–911). His wife, Empress Theophano—commemorated on December 16—lived a devout life. After her death, her husband built a church, intending to dedicate it to her. When he was forbidden to do so, he decided to dedicate it to "All Saints," so that if his wife were in fact one of the righteous, she would also be honored whenever the feast was celebrated. According to tradition, it was Leo who expanded the feast from a commemoration of All Martyrs to a general commemoration of All Saints, whether martyrs or not.





This Sunday marks the close of the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paschal_cycle" \o "Paschal cycle" �Paschal� season. To the normal Sunday services are added special scriptural readings and hymns to all the saints (known and unknown) from the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pentecostarion" \o "Pentecostarion" �Pentecostarion�.


The Sunday following All Saints Sunday—the second Sunday after Pentecost—is set aside as a commemoration of all locally venerated saints, such as "� HYPERLINK "http://ocafs.oca.org/FeastSaintsLife.asp?FSID=49" \o "http://ocafs.oca.org/FeastSaintsLife.asp?FSID=49" �All Saints of America�", "All Saints of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Athos" \o "Mount Athos" �Mount Athos�", etc. The third Sunday after Pentecost may be observed for even more localized saints, such as "All Saints of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Petersburg" \o "St. Petersburg" �St. Petersburg�", or for saints of a particular type, such as "� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persecution_of_Christians" \l "Ottoman_Empire_and_Turkey" \o "Persecution of Christians" �New Martyrs of the Turkish Yoke�."


In addition to the Sundays mentioned above, Saturdays throughout the year are days for general commemoration of all saints and special hymns to all saints are chanted from the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Octoechos_(liturgy)" \o "Octoechos (liturgy)" �Octoechos�.











Lighting candles in remembrance�The countless points of light from the candles and lanterns placed on graves form beautiful patterns in the snow and lend a special feel to the landscape. People also lay flowers and wreaths on graves on All Saints' Day. A jar of flowering heather stands up well to the cold.





Christians have been honoring their saints and martyrs since at least the second century AD!!!





… And so the autumn came, with its constant rains and puddles, that splash under my feet.


Trees changed their green suits to red pyjamas, like a tired man does, when he comes home after work. And the sun, our shining happy yellow sun, now rarely struggles through the clouds


. As a result, people are all gloomy walking under their black umbrellas.


But there are still some reassuring things, yes, there are! Just walk into the park and you will hear lots and lots of sounds making their own symphony better than Beethoven did. Some birds still twitter, red leaves rustle under your feet, a drop of clew suddenly falls on the crown of your head. Who said I didn’t like autumn? It isnot true. But rain and clouds... please, someone, turn off those special effects! (Lida Voroncova)





As I walk up the hill obscure silhouettes of trees appear in a distance. At first it seems, that the forest is on fire, but when I look more intently, I see that it is because all leaves have already turned red, yellow and wine red. While thinking about this frail beauty and harmony in nature, I make my way toward the woods. I step into the forest and firstly notice that paths are covered with the art carpet of bright leaves. Paths meander between the trees and intersect, making a complex network. For a minute I stand still, as if I’m trapped in an enormous spider’s web. I listen to a quiet rash of leaves and twitter of birds. I take a deep breath of pure air and feel relieved and relaxed. I’m glad I caught this moment, because I know, that soon autumn will fade out and winter will take its place. (Artur Drapeko)





Today is a gloomy, grey, chill, rainy,silent and shadowy autumn day. Shifting clouds are looming in the sky. These days can go either way for someone who struggles with depressin when the season changes. It is the kind of day when I would just prefer to stay in bed a little longer. Rainy days always get me down. Tomorrow the sun will shine and I will be reminded that autumn is just like spring. Now it is raining outside and chilly, a rather gloomy sort of day, but I like it. It is a day perfect for log fire fireplace, a steamy mug of homemade hot cacao, tea, or a cup of coffee. I like autumn, because the trees are filled with such bright colors and I love seeing all of leaves scattered on the ground as well. Also I wish all autumn days would be so sunny and nice that we wouldn’t get any rain at all. (Aliona Semenchenko)





The autumn comes with torrential rain like sound of heels tapping in a lonely street. It brings changeable and unsettled weather. Leaves change color and fall down off trees. They cover the ground like a bright, motley carpet. There are lots of puddles in the street. The roads are wet. More often people are compelled to open the umbrellas. The days grow shorter. The time of cold northern winds comes. Everything is immersed in deep sleep. (Jevgenija Jefimova)
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